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AGENDA 
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' 1 i 

• * * r * *! N * i * v » • 

Item; (I). Minutes of last conference (refer to last IB). 

(a) secretary’s report, 

(b) branch reports, 

ic) commission report. :,•<:/ 

( 2) , R'bport Pn ; Ir eland- and -the-.Dublin, conf erpnc-a, 

( 3Unemployment rand , redundancy (Rochdale) • 

; (4) . Internal; bulletin. " * " - 

( 5) . • Poiicy-v'c’ommittee (Rochdale) * .v: A..-e .v..^ mM < 

: ( 6) *- ’Direct.Action • paper..and. .propagandas . 

i 7.1 +. St rue t ur e (Bi rmi ngham) • ..'' ' '’ 1 '* ; *" 

(8) • Day-schools-' fLe'bds) ; * •• :**»;?, J . c/v 

( 9) , A.I-.T •or. ■ ; ■, ■•_.-> ^ ■ . , • 

(TO)* Recruitment, .. 

(II ) . S t’ude nts ’ - Unid ns v *v ■. • 

(12). Membership breakdown'. 
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ITEM 1--Seerotary-Vs report *..-.( i) DAM still unable to afford advert in 
Cienfuegos; Press . Last known price’ was- £15/ 4 ' pagbyslxc- mouthsago 

(ii) Birmingham leaf let ■•■o'h'sesrisra’-stilli to be.;.written,- - ,... ... , i ... ^ 

(lii) - Finance - Currently DAM have £51,56 and approx £,7 ,00 petty cash, 

(iv^* Membership - 86 currently, 2 new branches'-at 'Ashton. (Tameside,)/ . ; 

and Rochdale, who -have formed a Refundenc.-yr. Act ip.n Campaign comprising 
approx - 6 ! -members', New individual members in. Lancs Accrington.., Clitheroe 

(v) International - DAM secretary-sent article to Sam-Dolgoff>for h^V..- 
publication ( New fork)V ! Martin Everett (Cambs).-has ..contacted polish 
Solidarity Union and has addresses of Polish Anarchists. CNT speaker 
tour to be. .arranged (Robhdale) 

(vi) DAM related Publications'-- South London .branch .pas members in Lamb at h 

eth Local Government, and they, produce ’South London Stress-’- paper * — 

(vii) Members ’“ Handbook - in process of being produced, although-.-: h > 

Secretary’s involvement in informing/supporting other DAM groups has 
slowed progress. Should bo out shortly. Local groups should send in 
membership sheets and contact telephone' numbers immediatly .1 .gg;. 



Manchester 


* 


estions arising from secretary’s report: 

(i) DAM membership turnover - mainly in Cardiff, South ’Vales . 

virtually unchanged# { - ' v i - jeh. - ( i>v . ’ 

(ii) Problem of establishing whether members still active.' 

(iii) Contact- with DAM - FREEDOM press/ proximity to" locals groups.. 
Posters - Manchester. But still mostly word of mouth. Paper should . 
es t abli sh : mer o direct means, of contact with • interested persons. 

Need for specific .contact addresses .* ‘.4 
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BkAilCii REPORTS 


...... f —— — 

1/ MICTiT^Tia - Having- difficulty in enquiries to obtain an office. Kelp to Ashton 
branch. Flyposting for speakers coming to group. Also planning public meetings, but 
DIRECT ACT IOi). paper, is .main concern..Has. sent members to Dublin conference, and has 

-AT m.* *.* *' ■>> t •_ i »' t * * .’ r ,. «. 

leafleted af'- one member has been 


elected shop-steward at • the : 'R^al Infirmary and Trades Councilanother member is 
shop-steward at THG (printing). Another'xaeiaber is branch chairperson of KaTFE 

•• v» «4Xi . **•» m »• 

* * 

(Higher Education Teaching). Honey...has., been, sent to^aid ►strike by j.the ..Housing 
Department. 4 • '•* 
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2/ LEEDS - Membership doubled.'problem of poor comunication with student m 

• , f».’ . # # ; ' *,v * . • 

university (9 here), leaflets about Social Security Apts// Peace :; Haxch /(Kqd 


embers at 



m • -W -w. , •* * 

unemployment march — last leaflet distributed ; at, Leeds job centre.^ Rt, December 
Peace larch at least 35 anarchists identified, with about 60 Tally:ir^ •■’oehind. banner 

- made contact with Kieghley Anarchist Group-•(•non-DAH') - visit to them .shortly. 

r , • » ^ 

Failure of Irish H-Block videos- only 12 attended after inter-gPoup .edntbyersy. 
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3/ SUTTON in nS 

• • ,*• * - n. 

- alternatives. 


» • /4 4-4* 
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4/ SQUIB 

* • 

South 


• • •» * • t . • # n : ^ * / , * . . i # 

. • * * .ft t • • ••••/:, * .« *• • r * • * *. ' { * • , 

f * . . » . 1 , r • : . . / • 1 . * i* i . y • >v v*. •* 

Obi'a LmiTDOli (sec) - Mostly non - D;iT activity, concerned with producing ^ ) 

. .. a ■ . . ; . •.'.••• ' 1 ■ 'T<) 1 •• • ■ 1 

h London Stress. , ., _ ~,,y a -. '. 
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s/ SUKDERL 11 IID (sec) - Iiaterial for DA paper. Copied and distl ?-l 3 ^ted^ Leed^ ^e4^1et 

. • • • % * ‘ • *<, <( ' • * / . * * f 4 * • • * • • I • 

from 6th December Peace liarch. ’•* •' ft . : • -•'* 1 • 


• y 




• • . « 


- •• »" .• 


1 • < 


r 


. r« 


. <• 


.. r • ’ »r. *V! f ,: V; ? yi . : • : r t f ' * / •' 7 

6 / BUHIiLilY - Death of one - member recently. Work mainly with Burnley hijarqhist firoup, 
hut activity: is at a very lou level .at present. Aoducod- leaflet about British ;. 

.. . 1 r 4 ' • • * * * .*'.■* • ; ‘V^VoV’" 

Movement in' HE T Lancs,. : and there has heen imvolversent uitli the; liorth .^Gst \’!)^ .... . • 
Campaign aeainst.hacism. Will product leaflet If dr f drtiiconi.iG -unhuplojiSent ' 

demo in Burnley on 28th iiai eh • 

* ,.v. * * i ; ‘ »* „ . / 
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7 / PULL- Hull Libertarian Collective has reformed, comprised; mostly ; pf students*. 
Since there* is little specific DAM activity in Hull at/the/moment. Dam members'-.ane 0 " 
mdstly active'iii HLC. The group is pushing th^students. Union;to open.;,Its doors ; and 
facilities' (sports ball and bars) toloUtsiders, especially, the unemployeds Tins has 
involved flyposting and slogan-painting of ’the palace’ . It-is intended to. push 
for an open the doors policy to be adopted by the: next • 'Union: meeting *. Several can¬ 
didates were stood in the presidential elections (urging people not to vote), 
-producing an Anarchist manifesto and many suitably irritating leaflets for the _ 
hacks. Some members (one in DAM) are sussing out the local Unemployed Workers Union. 
The group has leafleted demos in Hull and Glasgow with joint HLC/DAMleaflets. Some 
successful paper selling of ’Xtra’and ’Direct Action’. We intend to leaflet dole 
official in the future. We are also going to get a video from the Belfast Anarchist 
Collective, which will provide our first public meeting. We are producing this IB. 

8/ ROCHDALE- Formed Oct 80. Five members at present, most of whom are in engineering. 
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Rochdale "branch repot contd. * ,s ?l ; 

Hold-informal, meetings. Held, a. debate on problems ofredundancy with . a ^ LCl 

a social democrat shop steward (who preferred an indfependant chairman and wrong y 
believed DAM to be Trotskyist) . 5 HHI presented’'.Labour Party/T.U., View;. ;i 

The• debate proceeded amicably, and a non—DAM. convenor propose^. setting up a re un — 
ancy action committee. Gardeners convenor ' ‘fy was arranged to speak on 

the 4th Feb' t6 Rochdale' DAM l in ;: collaboration withrfianchester DAM, ^However 
was unable to attend, which was ; unfortynatey. as, over 50 ...people had turned up, . 

did come to a later meeting at the end of February, but attendance was no 
as great"as before* There was•also : a discussion afi the■situation at McNaught s 
with, a;.delagation;.from here ..present..... ,,,-In-.December. 80 at ..the annual wage nego 
iations, it was agreed that no wage rise-wdfuld- b^-p-u-Shedrand in return the manage 
-ment would curtail any farther redundancies.Workers were 'on- a: 4 day week at -this 
time*. The agreementr : would be reviewed by management in April* However, three s 
ago* 8 workers were instantly made redundant without any forewarning, paid m reu# 
Due to'this break -of agreement by management', the possibility..of • asit-in was is- 
. cussed, was contacted, a mass . meeting was held ,and it., was decided that 

30 a result, of the managements action a substantial wage claim should be pursue , 
and as yet ‘^specified’ industrial action taken to fight these redundancies. / 
Howevef'the convenor at McNaught ! s-appears worried at being put at 
the head of list, for possible future 

Bridge’s’ receTitiy. This may hinder a militant approach. The Redunaan 
-cv Action Committee *(Including DAM members) printed a statement des-. 
cribing the situation and proposals for action# Police harassment 

over redundancy Action Committee f lyposting*”- 


*• • • » •-* ► .* 


8 / BIRMINGHAM' 


[AM- Have had .difficulty in getting a suitable venue for • 
public meetings % Group meetings are the only current activity. As yet 
lack facilities to produce a leaflet on.sexism* Membership current y . 


. 


► / 7 


four* 

", * • ° 

Item Ic/ COIMSSIONS-(Publications Committee not .in attendance at t 

this conforencei* ... : . : . , 

•* * * * . * .* ■ * 4 • ^ 

« 

Ttom 2/ IRELAND - •" •- } • fc \' 

? incoherence agreed to exchange-IB ’ s/Papers with Belfast/Dublin = 
p-roups, and where possible, invite Irish observers to DAM conferences, 
and also to send delegates to Ireland when appropriate to do so. 

(ii) ' ’DIRECT ACTION’ s ho til d - ' print ‘regular Irish views and news* Due 
to the varying- opinions -over Ireland within..DAM itself., tho^ enly agro 
-ement we reached was to consider articles within a class s uruggle 

\ * *** j* • • 

(iii) Attention was;drawn to the problem.of : unemployment and it’s 

effects of .promoting recruitment to the army amongst young people who 
cannot find jobs in thoir localities. •• - •> •> 


* t 




.v» 


i •*' 


Item 4/ INTERNAL BUL LETIN- 4 . _ _ . .. .. ti _ 

(i) it was agreed "that the responsibility for- producing the next 1 IB r 

and subject to review, subsequent , Issues if trial period proves suec— 

essful, should be mandated to Hull. ^ 

(ii) IB to appear monthly as from noxt issue.-^^ _ 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE - FOR-. IB TO.;. I ST, HULL, (ta) . 


* * 


[tern 5/ POLICY COMMITTEE- '' ' V 

(i) First policy committGD to be based at .Rochdale to formulate pol- 
3ies on unemployment.; 

MnriA Of o-Deration- Intend to contact factory convenors and In¬ 
rite t ' no m "and" other" ""sympathetic pe'ople to a meeting,', which could be 
)rganlse'd’ as a debate • Invite social democrats etc as well as syndic a 

•list supporters. -. 











(-Hi) IB- Policy committee agrees to send monthly report to Hull for inclusion in IB. . 

(iv) The following points of Rochdale DAM*s *»epes?4 written proposals were passed? 

» • 

a/ The formation of a policy committee to draw up a framework of policies for 
conference on topics decided hy conference. ;e ., „• 

i, . « * • . • * »*» 

• b/ The development of Redundancy Action Commmittee or Groups, as is being done in 

* • " * •• *• * • . • 

4 • • . » r . . r * * 

Roqhdale, in other areas where conditions'-are favourable. . • 

• * * ’ , • » * , , * t . , ! . , , ♦ . 

c/ Discussion of the Rochdale formula for setting up,'Action Committees or Groups. 

* . . , *> .. * * • 

d/ The inclusion, of the redundency issue as a '.priority topic for. debate by Conf* 

ft * ' • • % • . 

9 • - ( < V. k , • * . • . • , . 

with' the intention, of refering, it,.to the policy Committee.- ‘ ‘ - : 

> > . ! i » * t , | * •' ' ‘ •. • i • . • • - < . »• V * • 

• % . A i j0m ^ * #.* * * . * 

(v) Whilst Rochdale is directing : its efforts towards people in work,..Leeds proposed 

the establishment of an UNEMPLOYED LIBERTARIAN GROUP « similar to the CP unemployed 
organisations, but based on libertarian principles.-It is important that tha _ . 

V • . • • • > v * , .♦ ; 

Anarchist movement as a • whole . should pre-empt Labour or TU involvement in organising 

• •» % ^ . * , . • * | • % % • ' • - • • , • «• 


f 


people whomare unemployed. Information for a ULG : ;could be.passed byleafletting at 
dole offices/Job Centres. The proposal t.o establish a ULG could be brought up at* .say 
a public meeting on unemployment with a guest speeker. It is important, that, a ULG 

• fc- 0 • • "* • N 

should NOT simply become a front organisation for DAM (like the Right?;to .Work .or RAR 
is for the SWP).,' our function is to help th unemployed .organise themselves , and • 

• '**■ 4 «♦ f 9 » ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ 

suggest; means of organisation on Libertarian.'lines to-them; ‘ - - 

Item 6/ DIRECT ACTION PAPER AND PROPAGANDA / ?• ‘ .’ •• .' ■■ 

(i) Paper fund— £185 in paper fund, after £15 deduction costs* Some printing dosts fre< 

as have DAM member as • printer« : ' /; .= . ... ■ •< 

(ii) Deadline- Members' should eehd articles, well-in .advance of dea,dlines - most 

' * ' * i .- . 4 i • • • 

*■ ft • • I • , I # ’ « 

materials from members outside Manchester arrived only in the last, two weeks.•• ; 

i 

(iii) Content - Not all articles submitted have been included in this issue* although 
satire/ foreign news etc.. OK, balance must be in''favour of British industrial/ agitat 
-ional material. More is required on Various stikes / industrial “actions that have < 

ended and can be analysed, and conclusions/lessons drawn from them. 

(iv) Current state of paper - Should ! be ready by.Monday March 2nd? Has been sent /to. 

‘ * » *, t >: , i . *. • .* .*;* . • . * , t .*■ , • . ^ . * » •* 

Cardiff, for printing. . ........\ ” •' •«. * 

. 5 » . , , . > • >* 

(v) Requirements for next issue — Graphics, cartoons ., articles with photographs. 

Attack on Prince Charles and!costs of Royal Family/ State wedding. More- articles from 

’ . . • /. * .. * r - ' ... .. 

• . ' • K * * 

DAM members outside Manchester please. ... . . 

# ■ ^ . iV, • 1 • 

(Vi) Colour Logo --Proposed colour red, ,but, cost is currently prohibitive- .at £20 for 
plate, although this may be considered at a later date ; if--finances permit. ' ' 

(vii) Distribution - Five to each member and five to each bookshop. Total 1,000 

• v * * • 

copies. Problem of censorship (possible) by-certain buqkshops-jr--Bat-; aaide~.a muniber^ for 

' - ; ' ‘ 1 ! •• • ■ ■ f, • .- • .... . . . ... . . . ’ 

demonstrations , . * 

4 ^ •.. • «. i . * *% 4 i • \ *; \ : ■* ? . 4 - / 

ft - • / l j * . 4 y , • •• 

(viii) Sale price - 15p ^ ‘ '• •• 1-.,;;.- j • / ' • r ■ ' ?'• 

, . • . S.}\. ' ■ t •* * * * •* ♦. ••.*-- ... I . . . 

(ix) Breakdown of costs - approx £loo printing • * " J 1 • 

m a 

£24 Distribution - - v 

, •■•• ■£15 (33^ ) .Shop cqstsqv. -.r'v fv- / 

£10 Other costs - ' •• 


•r . 

i 




.« ■» 


* 






f ;>/Total'Approx £150 * ... , > 

, •« x-* ' r ‘ •' ’ r * *,*. 1 , • * * • ' j * . -i. 

Will probably have to subsidise,'but if all afe sold we should break .even. Miust • 
ensure that money has n o problem in getting back to DAM 
(x) Frequency - To appear monthly. 














(xi) Contact odress Each DAM Branch should rubber stamp its allocation of DA 


with local contact address 
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1. 



(i) Need for leaflet/pamphlet decribing DAM - Current small leaflet insufficient 

(1.1) Identified a need for some kind of co-ordination foff , oo-lloct ivo 
goporal propaganda , o .x; o n r.pdunda.ncy, f a Ithough. ■ s 6 11: 
coni?ont r ; should hay o; softie spec if leal ro'ldvadco to .maintaihh.impac,t • ,h h"‘ 
( iii). Natioh h 1 V nomploymehf Loaf lob - NoVd r tp ^ortnulafep. DAM .policy o.n 
this# R'odunhanoy is; 'ari l ntogral' -part • of unonploympritso loaf lo,t/phmph- ; 
lot-"shbulrT'troa : t these synonymouslyCont ont . should, go'bpyopd .reformist 
tactics of just sit-ins etc/' to ' strossyultimabe anarchb-syndicalist 
obj'octivo .of : complete workers' cohtrbi/non^Cabitaliht'bo^oporahiVos/prod' ; 
•Vuction for nood-hot prof r it ;? etc-' this -should prhvont discontinuity bet- 
woon short'; and"'-long-torm propaganda # ••••'• ''ot; 

(iv) 
a 

11 ■ is important that propaganda _ 

should bo dono* Includo this rosoarch in loaflot/pamphlot * 

(v) " Trade UNIONS- Tho relative inoffoctivonoss of Official Trad.os Union. 

• l • «• t ■ f' 9 

-s in combating rodundancy should be. dealt/with in propaganda*. Moro 
detailed pamphlet's could bo usod ! to buck up - essentially agitational 
loaf lots. * ;• • . • ,v ' 

(vi) Thomos Of Propaganda- Agrood that continuous thornos should bo pur¬ 
sued in successive issuos of ’Direct Action’. „ . 

(vii) Idontifiod discontinuity between'our' principals/actions and- tho, 

Ivos . aro , •. 

i ft 4 * *_ 

policies . 
abstract 

propaganda* Also anarchist history needs to bo ro-intorprotod to havo 
relovanco to modorn industrial sepno. Rochdalo. proposed conference-man- 

. . ..V i 4 i . * *’ "• " * *• * , 1 • 

datod committo'os to deal with certain matters of ''policy in‘ 0 r^er - t-o 
build up a (constantly changing)' policy structure* Such a dologation 
would oporato on a regional basis, to work on .a. separate spocifi" issue 
ovor a period of time 1 ** ‘,Ipc;k of .time, at DAM confordncos makes policy- 
formation on tonics 'such - as unomploymont otc impracticable, henoo need 
for policy committeos. However^policy committeo(s) will be dolegated 
from DAM conferences who will bo able to issuo repots on/ amend infor¬ 
mation/.and .hayo . power..of .recall..over .committoo .dalogajbos ... ./unlike 

1 ves-i. 

• - • * • 




s - « 


oular groupbut ahy'DAM member* ablo to‘-httond policy committee 
ings has t he : right” to. do'so. • % U -• •' t *‘ r 

? .■ ? . , . * ». **>♦>*• *. 1 * f-? ** ’ * ■ t * * * ! ■ f • . * • ■ , 

{ i ** > > • ■ »• 


pgr.t - 
i eo .meet- 


. 


* \ 


Item 7/ STRUCTURE -' ■ ■ ' ' ’ ‘ ’ •• ’ ' * '*v. ' ' ‘ ' , /// ; ; .. 

(Enquiry from’‘Birmingham)-* Full' dota'ils of structure to; appoar' In forth¬ 
coming Members Handbook. ♦ ‘ ’ 
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Item 8/ DAY SCHOOLS - (Loods ) 

(i) suggested Jby Xo.ads .that ..t.hoso-c.Quld-.ho hold-, be tw eo n • confer one os to 
discuss specific issuos, although other members felt that policy comm- 
ttoo would fulfill this rolo adequately enough. 

(ii) Any day-school should bo precooded by detailed rosoarch for dis¬ 
cussion amongst morabers and intorostod guests, and results published 
in IB. Day-schools should be used to formulate tactics, and members 
could play ’dovils advocate’, nosing questions ns if they wore from 
other Left-wing groups* 
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It ora 9/ A .1 .T, - Rofcr to last IB, article by A.Meltzer* • • 

Th.o majority of DAM members present at conference were in favour of DAM 
affiliating to the A.I#T . It weuld was decided to defer the final decision 

until the next conference, so as to allow further debate between DAM 
members and also in the IB. 
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I tom 10 SLUDERS- - UUIO-US - 

DAM me nib or atAiiuil’ XTn I v e i , y .. ,„__ t ___ 

got the‘Students’'Union to adopt. an 1 open .the doors ’ policy; that 'is allow 
the public, and-particularly. the, unemployed^ use* of-the' facilities (which 
at • present tend to be for the exclusive use of students- and occasionally 
their guests }» This state of. affairs 'is-:- absurd- -especially when * these • 

f acilities, .( bars f sports halls, libraries .etc ) >are- underused by -.the student 
s the ms elves An especially v/i enable .-domand is- .the:-?- opening up of ’student 
-only’ rock concerts, which make losses, because of poor student interest«. 


\ : 




DAM would appreciate Info from any other members-about other .attempts -to' 
introduce .’.open the doors’ policy .into. Students .-Unions • Wrl-te-'to IB ad dr os-:- 
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• \ -“V • • 1 . • ,« .> * v _ -« » 

Supplementary- Conference agreed that the . . nearest, group-to a: demo -should- 

act as host, co-ordinating meeting places, finding out timos etc, and-deal 
with accomodation if necessary. v •; t •; ■ 


t ; ‘ 


Supplementary- Donations arc' required .for Manchester’s- P .0 ♦'•box-which • . 
cost’s them £57 per year. Secretary will in ifsany any case--deduct a total 
of £25. from funds towards this.. The deductions totalling £25 ip. all. will 
be made at regular intervals. d ' 

* l i / * * t ■ V* * • 
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». 


NEXT CONFERENCE - Date to. be' fixed for last week in June.-Venue to .bo 
r e s po n si bill t y of Birmingham. (Rochdale standby). : .. 

* 4 ^ ^ I * *. t • * • . i * (1 #. 


\ * * 


Please address" all'correspondance for IB to • -.• •. 

. ' I STREP#, 





REPORT FROM SUUDERLA1JD’- 


• t, - 


Member attended anti-bomb rally in Leeds. Along with Leeds branch sold^- 
’Black Flag’ and distributed leaflets^ Using same leaflet (modified) w© 
leafleted first mooting;of Sunderland C.N.D , and a-fortnight.later leaf- 
loted a demo organised by Tyneside Against Thp-Bomb, .protesting at the : 
existance of a fall-out shelter under Sunderland Town Hall. 

The branch has recently affiliated to the Durham Street Press (County 
Durham’s alternative newspaper). Affiliation gives us tho/right to put 

forward motions and ..vote on .the papers policy. An article on' the’ POLITICAL 
LEVY has yet to appear. 

We are currently working on a general leaflet and are keeping up a rag 
regular correspondence with the local rag. 
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UNEMPLOYED WORKERS' UNION 


r* » h * r ♦ 


• v 

Re : Unemployed groups ’ and DAM* ! 

. • < . • 1 ® * • . 

A lot of, discussion has taken place at conference and in the IB on 
the subject of unemployed groups/ T.U.C Unemployed Union etc, and on the 
possibility of DAM setting up their own group. 




' i 

One such group does exist and warranted a closer/Look*••*•• *the Un¬ 
employed Workers Union* This group was set up on Tyneside a couple of 
years ago* Its activities centre around campaigns for fpee social fac¬ 
ilities, bus passesi, and more jobs * It also gives claimants advice on 
benefits. Since its founding the U.W.U. has spread to other towns around 

the country* -' ' 

Along with Newcastle Trades Council it recently organised a national 
conference on unemployment* In attendance were community groups, tenants 
associations, and various' political parties* it was hoped that the con¬ 
ference, would be instrumental in forming a national network v Qf-unemploy¬ 
ed groups, basically along the lines of the U.W.U* Unfortunately, as yet 
I haven’t recieved the results of the conference* 

On Tyneside where ,the U P W*U was formed the union-is dominated :by the 
Labour Party and the Trade Union movement. The activists hail mainly 
from tlie Militant Tendancy and the Young Socials* There’s also a small 
but vocal S ,W.P presence, keeping the Revolution going, fighting for the 
’right’ to work, and boldly going where no man has gone before* Local 
Labour Party m*p’s and councillors .also give their support, why not;, 
every unemployed worker over eighteen is a potential vote to fleece the 
lining of their cosy careers* Recntly the Northern District Committee 
of the C*P*G*B (Eurocommunists) gave its stamp of approval and.pledged 
its support 1 And its rag’the Morning Star’(or was it Daily) did a large 

spread. 

Financially the U.W.U has ! no problems, as it is funded by the Trades 
Council, Trades Union branches and the .local Labour Party,*.and can afford 

the luxury of full-time salaried staff workers i 

V . , 

I feel that if the DAM Is. going to get involved in unemployed groups 
we should stay clear of the U.W.U* We can do without the dictates and 

influence that go with this kind of backing* 

There is no. reason why DAM should not organise its own Unemployed 
Group/and establish contacts with other groups not structured on author¬ 
itarian and bureaucratic lines* • , _ 

. £ U ND £R.L.A 


t:\ 1 . * 


NB. Hull DAM would liko much : mo re feedback for the May IB. , --i—-*.*. ... 

« * 

* - 

. »• . - • .* * ' » • 

• . < , - *■ . • t ■ . • • • 

* • » , 

mined to got the thing out on sohodual, but we want : it to bo a nice thick 

* 

: . r . >• • 

issue full of the right things ..**•»*in short the IB should begin to ful- 
fill its true purpose of providing > Info-and being a forum, for debate. 

1 - ■ . * f . • , • 

But more and better contributions are needed* So come on,.use ’ your ’ IBt 

# * - V * * * • . 

1 - * * . * • 

If you put any contributions you think might be--Includable on a. roneo 




stencil before sending it, this not only cuts’-down the- work but also 

* » ■ i \ 

means that thing appears the way you wanted, it to originally* Thanx* 
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SPEECH ~ — 

The following document is the 'speakers notes' used by a Manchester member,^ 

as a basis for a talk about DAM which he gave at-the &C*L camp in France 
during August. He believes'it to be a good idea for other member sTto know what 

was said on their' behalf , although ‘’the - - speech -was given in a. personal capa y* 


«i' / **4 


s Speech?- 

"•or*.+. a p.+.Trvn wn .q fnT’T.ipri nVimit 1R months asp’’’ns’~a "broad-abased" 




*0 ♦ 


' Anacchir. 4 , mokneht. Wo ; .-Se jvt presq ! T : b"-;*bc i at/10a : ii«r.!fc.>t-s. /fac'members 'came -from 
different leanings t ' anarchp^ 9 ^|c$^t,^^U£%^ Aii 3 £chi$t 




Industrial 'Policy :^' In -Britain: ov&r $Cf/<> of:; workers are.-o^-^^fsed. dri.un. 

<■'*. almost - all* federated to^!fcbje’ Tramps Union Qo*&P**\ ^ieh . a; tiliatedN =to • the ? - ; 

w. . _-Uwr ..rv crn^Tl miTTlh^P -of trade*. 


..» 


* » 


v> 


* 


»* 


4 

V 


• «*. 1 

; « « 


less political channels. 

: ‘Tilntil recently this has been suc'cessfulv’The,-result, is that workers 

remain unaware of' the political.'consciences ' : 'ot Yeie ^ act!qnp..^ ; ;therefore of— 
there own importance on the political _ scene. What is lackj-ng as r-uch as politic 

awareness is .confidences in each. other.. This confidence is^ constantly ^iidermined 
by the union power struggle* Workers are usually-Effective- at lacing, ^ex-^hrr. 

• • eir .sectional .interests in. t£e wYYlacebut the^ tena to I^dve lai-ger-sCaie xo- 

' • * » * - ' * . * ' . , . . . ’. A }.. .y • . ; • i - * ... . .j , * r . ■. * - 

* 

ordination to the union bureaucracy. • * : . * i' s •* 

.* Shop'Stewards: sliWe: believe the only posit ionw Anarchists shouli take in , 

; 5’ AAions arittoiTVhioh are directly revocable by the workers, lhe , ole of «n» 
chist shopWtewAds should bo to'eHcour%5 tKe-partici^tibh-Of workers and comb¬ 
at the relianc on leadership. The Direct notion Movement sees the t-oed for two 
. ■ • rks of'contacts , at work, to' circumvent union bureaucracy. tW, ?* uk ® ^ +L.“v 

large anarchist lever to separate legitimate workplace organisation from the 
parasitic bureaucracy ■ which preys, on it. Wo ; would-, seek... p ; .re t.ax . .. . . 

barriers that exist between workers. . , , r _ 

: We also f see. it as' our :itask tc?-harQ.§% and ^expose corrupt., off ipials & .X',? 

opportunity. We would oppose participation on any tripartite employer, state, 

. . union committee* J We'. would Seek ' to -promote .•polit ; ical < .awar.ene.fs in. w 9^ P . j ■ 
by political awareness we do not mean boring everybody to death with pedantic 
' • "and. dogmatic 'prcpaganda-.' Workers .are,--i,:otivated by,wjiat.,they . think .se..^ . r 

interests best. We would strive to stew them anarchist diroot action an 
acy would serve th«'best. The-'Labour, Party is, financed,.entirely by^the uni 
by means of the political levy; the ttVM recently launched a campaign to cut off 
this’ levy;' The • struggle, against dwtho^itaxianism takeu place op.,alf. bront^. 

sexual^educationalfenvironmental, a! infinitum. Although the economic^truggle 

* is more''-immediate.and is-wi.e-ru"the wofkin. ? -olasr. mriei: itself .C-.-lt, it woui.i v 

mistake to consider other conflicts a, secondary. =»t 

talised-all affect each other.... 's speech was followed by - question a e 

swor session in which he expanded on the parts of hi® speech. 
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Situation in the union movement 

’ As the L.O. (Norwegian T.U.C ) congress will be held this spring, our work has been 
dominated by activity relating to the propaganda potential of this congress* 

Our proposals deal especially with the questions of union democracy, political aut¬ 
onomy and increasing the fighting capacity of the union base* 

In addition, we propose that the L.O* stops stops all contacts with the state-run 
unions in the * communist * countries, as it has stopped contacts with fascist state- 
run unions in military dictatorships* 

The congress is composed of 240 delegates from the local unions, 60 from the local 
union federations and in addition the leaders of the central and federal bureaucracy. 

In some places Unions have elected N.S.F (Norsk SyndiU-alistik Forbund- Norwegian 
Syndicalist Federation) members to represent them, which in consequence improves our 
chances of makirtg propaganda* In addition N.S.F will run a paralell campaign (in the 
Unions) in favour of our points of view during congress time* 

Generally, the last few months haven't been dominated byvrage struggles and strikes. 

But the stakes rose immensely in Jan *81, and we are expecting an increase in strugg¬ 
les in the spring and after the summer, when central and local wage negotiations start. 

In the last few months, the N.S.F influence has increased in various union sections, 
especially because an increasing number of N*S.F members are bemgelected shop stewards 
and union delegates* This tendency is particularly marked in themetal workers, and 
amongst social/health workers. 

PROPAGA T ^A, AOTI T ITIES 

The main problem we have faced in the N.S.F has been that we have underestimated 
the importance of propaganda outside of the unions. We have not been able to correct 
this, firstly as a consequence of our members concentrating all forces inside the local 
unions. V/e have now elected a special Propaganda Committee to improve this situation, 
and there's an increasing awareness amongst the members of the importance of this issue. 


* 

ACTIYITY S OF A GENERAL CAIL-CRER 

- - - . ■ .——■■ ■■ • ■ — ■ »■■■ ^ >■ — • 


There will be a parlimentary election in the autumn of 1981* (Gallup) polls show the 
Social democrats (sic) loseing ground. Since the last war they had averaged 45-53% 
the votes. Over the last year this has been reduced to about 3 0 % of the votes, which 

is more or less the same as the right wing partys. About 18,000 workers that tradi¬ 

tionally voted social democrat will not vote in 1981. The Marxist partys are consol¬ 
idated at very low levels and have not grown: The NKP (Moskow) averages 0.4% of the 
votes, the AKP (MarxiSt-Leninist) averages 0.0% of the votes and the SV (Opportunists) 

average about 4*5%* < 

A coalition of formally capitalis partys will probably win the election, not because 

they have increaced much,but because of the increased abstention of the working class. 

The NSF has decided to exploit the situation, and has decided to establish a Union 
front of offensive character. The front will be organised as a committee lead by NSF 

members and independent workers, 

formal aim of the committee will be to defend the Union rights, Economic benifits 

and social security that have been won in Norway by the Union movement against the 

right wing offensive. The other formal aim is the activate an extra—parlimentary offen¬ 
sive of Norwegian workers against political,social and capitalist elements that manip¬ 
ulate the interests on different levels. In practice, this includes all partys,burea- 

cratic union bosses,state bureacrats and capitalists. 

The connhittee will be permenant,and do its work through varios campaigns,each directe 
at different groups of people... Trades Unionists,Young people,Old people, etc etc... 
Really this committee will be the socio-political front of the NSF and will permit us 

to be active in spheres we have hitherto ignored. 

The descision to set up this front is a consequence of autocritcism in the NSF. We 
have concentrated almost 100% on union questions,and have in reality ignored other 
promlems related t«- the working olass. 

The NSF determines to be not only a Union alternative, but to offer a total alter¬ 
native on all social levels that affect the class. 


From B0LETIN INTERNACI0NAL 


of the A.I.T. FEB 1981. 


























RE. LAND. 



Wb hope tho information ' o 

presented hero will disprove the 
Br 31 i s h gov or n me nt- 1 s ’pro pa ga n 6 a 
that tho conditions fnced by tho 
prisoners who are protesting in 
Arnmagh and the H-blocks aro 
t so lf inflicted*« The prisoners 
have not only boonounishod for 
non-cooperation in the form of 
lock-up,'n o clothing et c , but they 
have been ooatonand degraded 

continuouslyL ‘ 

Tho prisoners protest must be 
broken for the British government 
to succeed in regaining control 
and ’normalising’society in tho 
north-east of Irelande> Tho legacy 
of a policy of coloniali.sati.on 
and tno investment of capital 
both exert —tnfTLue-n-c -q-r- 
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in signed confossions again 
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-merits 
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'Win tho Tor 
But probabl 
the ^ost - : 
important 
of its 
oriorities 
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a s s a s s 
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tho defendant has to prove tor 
-turo» if s/he wants to inva.ll ■ 

— * 1 da to it o 

5 0 bail can only bo got from a 
high court. 

So it is not surprising that 
SO/ of convictions aro based n 
signed confessions. Those are 
usually ’extracted’ in the 
Infamous PjJC interrogation centres 
of Cas11er eagh in Bo Ifast. 

Strand in Derry., and Gough in 
Ar ma gh 

That torture is used system 
-atica1ly is indisput ablo „ 

Even tho liberal Amnesty 
International and two local 
police doctors (who later 

resi - g - L - nsd) doto - i - l qd tho mental 

i. * 

and physical 
inti m i d a t i o n s „ 
recent - <. 

go , 

’Beating tho 
Terror1sts’ a • 
Penguin special 
Under the A 
legeslation 

*_v 

which covers 
thoso courts 
the Army can 
hold you for 
4 hours before 
turning you 
overto the RIJC • 
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and imprisonment. That challenge 
could have repercussions within 
sections of the population it has 
so far managed to contain - the l 

working-class, women, young people, j 

the Welsh and Scots. ^ , 

Internment , which had;boon on the 

statute books for fifty years, came | 
to an end' in 1974. International i 
a n d lo c a 1 pr o t o s t b o c a mo . o mb ar* a s 
-sing for tho-worlds oldest 
1 d o mo c racy’. T ho Diplock c omnis s, 
-ion. introduced a system of;-.trial 
for schednuled j ,e . oo 1 it 1 ca.l 
offences. . - • • 

In a Diplock Courti-- 
1. Tnoro is a judge and no jury. ;■ . 

Tho defend has to prove inno. > 
-cenco 

.3. evidence can bo. basod on hearsay, 


2 . 


They in turn can hold you for3 
deys (p without right of so lie 
-itor). Under the PTA, as in 
England, Scotland and Wales, 
you can be held for n days. 

The more thought of 7 days In 
one of tho above mentioned 
centres is enough to intimidate 
people into cooperating with- 
the intprogators• 

The Diplock Courts wore tho 
centre of the Rritisn Government 
attempt to present tho violent 
social upheaval as a question 
of ’law and order’. Two yoars 
later the political status grant 
-od aftor a hunger strike was 
removed as Roy Mason and tho . 
Labour Government intensified 
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’ cr i m i n a 1 i s ati o ft.’» po 11 c y. 
Previously those convicted in 
Diolock Courts were housed in 
compounds ( ? the- cages ’) and had a 
fairly high degree of association. 
They wore-their own clothes and 
did no prison work. 

it was 1976 whon this system 
changod.. The -newly convictod 
refused to .accept the label of 
Cri mina 1 and b.ogan tho ’ blnnkot ’ 
protest, where they refused to 

* V 

wear prison uni for rn' a n d or is o n 
work, 

■> * 

In Long Kesh tho mon' woro co'stan 

-t ly-beaten and their back passag 

es probed over mirrors on their . 

* 

way to and from visits.* The boat 
-ings « oscalatod in March- ’7S* 

Every time a prisoner wont.to the 
toilet- he was punched and kicked. 
The prisoners responded by stay in: 
in their cells. The protest had 
become a no-wash campaign c . The 
shit .was spread on the walls and 
the pots overflowed with urine. 

A11 t he f urniturc had been re mo ved 
bar a sponge mattress. t • 

This shrunk in size as it was • 
used to clean after shitting. It 
was constantly damp both because 
of the urine and tho hosing down 
of the walls • This occurod every 

v*. t/ 

week during a cell chance. It was 

V..' 

one 'of-the most fright on lug times 
for the prisoners as. they wore 
systematically beaten (again). 

There wore about 350 people on this 
protest. It should bo noted that 
there arc about 100 prisoners 
with political status in Long : 


inade cua t o • numb er' of sanitary 
towels available. Also the tons, 
-ions a n d i n t i m 1 d a t-ion me a n ma n y 
women have heavier periods than 
usual.'Menstrual blood accompan 
-ies the shit on the walls. 

This communication is sent 
out because we feel we must play 
some part in the governments 
ability to outcast the protestors* 
T he Tory gover nmo nt id stro ng• 
and dotor mined. It is especially 
strong in the north whore 12000- 
troops, 10000 RUC and 7600 UDR . 
have contained t-ho protests with 
-in the minority working clas 
districts, BUT IS IT STRONG „ 
ENOUGH? ' 


Belfast Anarchist Collective 
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■ BRITZ „UN C0MMI.E S 

Tho past row months we have boon 

subjected a propaganda blitz by 

wostorn governments and their mod 

-ias over tho Russian invasion of 

Afghanistan* The cold war jingoism 

is so convenient when they *up f 

military•spending, paid for (by us 

Kosh.They were sentenced before 1976. all) at tho oxpenco of welfare ser 

In Armagh womens prison there -vices• (Britain currently spends 

were 30 prisoners • protesting.*- 

Before March 1980 they were 

rofusing to do prison work. As aU 
«**• *• - 

women-- prisoners wear their own 


o *< 

O C4. 


clot he s , the i r pu n 1 s lime n t w a £ 

2 3•ho ur • 3ock up with no roadin g 
material* ; 

I n Ma r c h 19 SO a pr o me d i t a t e d 

t 

a11aeh• by 40 male screws , brou/:ht 
in' from Long Kesh, caused many 
ini ur ies *. T he pi* e t ex t was a cell 
Svuarch, but.no previous search t 
had'boon opposed. This provocation 
included the toilets and wash 
room being locked up for a week 
after the prisoners were moved to 
another wing. Requests for their 
reopenin,g were mado , but this made 
conditional on their ending the 
strikes, t hoy rof uso d an d be gan 
a no was h- protest. 

The unnealt-hy conditions faced by 
the women were multiplied by the 


c ir c a £ I 000 000 PER HO TJR' o n mi li t 
-ary purposesi)* - 
Tho British gov and modia have 
boon emphasising the Russian use 
oi caomc-ais and buological warfare 
against, the Afghani tribes .. ♦they 
have used it to justIfy increased 
spending on chemical and biological 
killers* The Russians have used 
chemicals in Afghanistan OS gas to 


be. precise' - and as news of this 

leaked out, tho br-itz have suddenly 
shut upi 

- It would hardly do for them 
to critic!so a Russian use of C3 
gas after all the shit they pumped 
into the people of Belfast and 
Derry l 

Is El Salvador in for tho samo 
treatment ? 

©.Libertarian Collective 

70 l st 

- stay freei 







